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Nui non defendit alio culpante —— — - 
| —— Hic Niger eft ; hunc tu, Romane, cauetn. 
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An E Public is thoroughly ac- 
quainted with the Theatrical 
Commotions, which of late 
have occaſioned ſeveral friend. 
| Admpnitions from the Huſpector, and wh 
by that means indeed have ſerved agreeably to 
amuſe the Town. But it may be remarked 
by the way, that Admonitions, however 
friendly, however delicately adminiſtered, 
when offered to Weakneſs, Obſtinacy, or 
Pride, not only loſe iheir-perſultivs Quality, 
but by an unaccountable Rule of Reverſe are 


certain to promote a much ſtronger Deſire 


of Oppoſition. $347. 1 OR 
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0 fbis Fault, had the Aﬀſdrance to 
one e of the Daily Papers : : A cs 
in his Situation of Life highly culpable, and 
deſętving the ſevereſt Reprim Nor 
could the Inſpector, either as” Pied in 
ſome meaſure reflected on, or as a public 


Writer, permit, an Action ſo unpopularly | 


diſrefpectful to paſs by unobſeryed or un- 


. 3 l A 


401 


Abuſes of, this Nature in particular: an- 


* = 3 


pak be too .ſoon diſcountenanced, they,cat- 
not be % ſoon ſuppreſſed. An apparent 


Evil, like a monſtrous Birth, ſhould be 
cruſhed and, Niifled i in the firſt Moments of its 


% 4 


(Infancy... We know not how the Menad 
may ſpread. if not timely. checked 

uod fuerat primo, ſays Ov id \ ſanabile 1 1 

Dilatum longe danna tuliſſe more. .. 

As 49. the- Depoſitions of Woodward and 
two or three others of the ſame Claſs, of the 
ſame Profeſſion, of the fame Intereſt, they 
are 'nothibg more than Depoſitions: Which, | 


e as 
R * ' : 


1 80 1 5 L 
as they may be ak wwe of fall, iv Fu 
prove nothing. We have no Fountait 8 
that of * Acadina to decide any Suſpic as'of 
Perjury ; ſo that we muſt trace this Maner op 
to its own Source, and ſer how it will _ | 
defend itſelf, | * 
Wbat is it then that Wondword's two 
Hulda the one a Prompter to the Play- 
houſe, the other a Woman whoſe Name 
was never heard of before, what is it I ſay 
they have ſworn? Why, that they did not 
hear Woodward-tell the Hon. Mr. F=— 
that he had noticed him and would be with 
him again; but that he ſaid, 81x, I TANK 
vou: an Expreſſion of equal Import, an 
Expreſſion equally offenſive, whether it be 
looked upon as a ane or ene as 
a. Sneeer. 

That a Player, on oh * he: is 4 
for his daily Suſtenance, and that too at the 
Public's Expence, ſhould have the Efron- 
tery to ee out and particularly inſult any 


7 745 Geutle⸗ 


.* Perſons aged e of en wrote the Oath they bad 
taken upon a Piece of Board, and threw it into the Baſon. 
If it ſonk the Party ſuſpectod was ſorſworn ;-if it ſwam the 


Veracity of the Oath was not queſtioned. Ariftee. de mirabi- 
libus Dioder. Sic. Lib. 11. | 


I 


= ' pn ohatover, in an King nies. 
be iparallelicd in the Records even of a BA 
Z8vian Theatre: Nor ought it in my Opi- 
nion to be pardoned upon any other Terms; 
than a ſubmiſſiue Genuflexion upon the very 
Stage where he had the Imprudence to give 
tte Affront. But inſtead of a ſubſequent. 
* - decent Behaviour, inſtead of ſuppoſing him- 
; ſelf to haue been in the wrong; he ſeems to 
- have drank to the very Dregs of the Circus 
Cup, and totally loft to all Senſe of Shame, + 
bas been ſo blindly infatuated as to pub- 
Ih a trifling, ſcurrilous Pamphlet, in which 
| he makes not the leaft Shadow of an Excuſe 
; for his Impertinence to the Hon, Mr. -L, 
baut in a Fit of Quixotiſm, "miſtaking Friend 
for Fae, draws forth that mock Weapon of 
Offence, his impotent edgleſs Pen, and in- 
diſcriminately attacks the __ as who 
ſhould ſay, 
Qui me commbrit, melius non tangere clamo, 
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Flebit, et infignts totd cantabitur Urte. 
Theſe Sallies, which in Effect only be- 
tray their own Weakneſs, doubtleſs are ex- 

tolled and admired by ſome few wild-head- 


2 o 
5 „ :, oe 
= n 


(7), 


| adviſe the Theatres, if they intend to conte 


nue in-the.ſame. floutiſbing State they are zt 
preſent, ta be very. wary how .they abuſe 


The Liberties, that one of their Brethren 
has already taken, in a ſhort Time may in- 
fect the whole Flock: And though a fingle 
_ Offender may not be of ſufficirnt Weight to 
rouze the Reſentment of the'Town, yet the 
Licentouſnefs of a whole collective Body in 
all Frobabilty will not fail to do it. And 
what would be the Conſtqquence of ſuch a. 
| Reſcptmeat, I think I need not mentian-: 
Since it mult neceſſarily end in the Supprefe 
ſion of all dramatic Entertainments, and per- 
haps in the Baniſhment of a Set of People, 
who then would be altogether uſeleſs to So- 
ciety, and a Burthen to the Common-wealth. 
This Doctrine of mine has frequently been 
put in Practice by other Nations: And we 
find in the firſt Year of Tiberim, the Diſſen · 
ſions of the Theatre roſe; to ſo high a Pitch, 
| that ſeveral not of the Populace only, but 
of the Soldiery, and even a Centurion fell 2 
Sacrifice 


6d. Partizans/ of a: 3 05 


the Favor and Protection of the Public; _ 


© 8 * : 

| Gieribes in one of -theſs — race: 
Nor was this all, for a Tribune of a Pros 
| "ths Cohort was wounded in"the:fame Con- 
flict, while he was ſecuting the Magiſtrates | 
from Inſults, and endeavouring to quell the 
furious Rabble. The Complaint of this 
Riot was brought before the Senate, as 
Tacitus informs us, and Votes were paſſing | 
to impower the Pretors to ſabject the Play- 
ers to the Scourge: But Haterius Agrippa, 
Tribune of the People, and a Man that ſer- 
vily courted every Opportunity of blazing 
forth his Popularity, oppoſed the Bill, for 
which he was ſharply repritninded: by Al- 
 *vallediin Reverence to the Authority of Au- 
guſtus,, who upon a ſimilar Occaſion, had 
politically given it as his Judgment, That 
e Players were exempt from Stripes: 1 
ſay politically, for that great, that illumined 
Stateſman foreſaw how ſerviceable the Co- 

medians might be to his Intereſt, by lulling 
the factious Citizens into a ſupine Inſenfibiv | 
lity, who, had they been deprived of a Re- 
creation that could enervate at the ſame 
Time 


ESE, : by #: 8 
Time that It aue their 1 8 iri 3 
might have broke out into Sedition * Mutiny, 
Conſpiracy, and Rebellion. But notwith- 
ſtanding this pretended Veneration for the 

Decree which Auguſtus had made, we ſee 
the Players were baniſhed from Rome under 
the Reigns of Tiberius and Domitian in order 
to preſerve the public Tranquility, for 
Tacitus, who always goes up to the firſt 

Cauſes of Things, fays, Non aliud remedium 
et, quam ut hiftriones Italia pellerentur. If 
it be objected that the Baniſhment of the 
Comedians by Domitian was highly diſa- 
greeable to the People, and that his Suo- 
ceſſor Nerva recalled them with all poſſible 
Diligence; yet we may read in one of Phi, | 
.ny's Letters to Trajan, that the very People, 
themſelves, grown weary of the Diſorders oc- 
caſioned by the Pantomimes, frequently Mr 
ae r their nen 


1 bz ns theſe hiſtorical dies.” 
dotes of the Roman Stage, only to. ſhew how 
neceſſary i it is to check any Miſrule whatever 
in its- firſt public Appearance. The fame. 


B Cauſe 
* Annal. lib. 13. 
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5 bey 5 
. - Cauſe in'6ne Age my produc: thee BE | 
felt in another : Eſpecially where there is a 
___ Silly of Governtient. Nor let any 
one pretend to tell me, that it is neceſſary 
to deliberate after the Injury is received. 
It is the Part of thoſe that mean to do an 
Iijury to deliberate, and that too a long 
time before they actually put it in Execu- 
tion; but to the Injured Vengeance alone 
belongs, and that which is the quickeſt ge- 
_ appears both the moſt juſt, and beft 
rtioned to the Offence. In overlook- 
ing Tranſgreſſions of this Kind we but fo- 
ment freſh Diſſentions, and encourage the 
Comedians to greater Diſobedlence. For 
the Public ſhould remember, that the Au- 
thority it claims is a tyrannical Authority, 
founded upon the Fearfulneſs, and not in 
the Affections, of the Actors; who, the 
Moment they think themſelves tolerably 
well eſtabliſhed on the Stage, are for throw- 
ing off that amiable Diffidence and courte- 
ous Attention, by which they gradually i in- 
ſinuated themſelves into the good Graces of 
the Toon, When ny are thus puffed up 
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a with theſe ak- müßen Notions, like oy , 


that have conceiyed a | Conte empt for their 


or Correction will de able to reſtrain em 


Witbin the Bounds of Duty. Bot this is is va 
Subject | that requires deeper ( Cor nfideratiop, 


and has already drawn me too far from | 


my Point, which was. to have proyed the 


Necellity of Sybordination f in a well- govern- | 


ed State, and the Dange Lk muſt be in 


HET 9. 


winking at any one, . a_poþlic Man- 


ner ſhall violate the Be Me: Decency and 


| Reſpedd, which at. all Times and in all 


Places is due from an Inferior to thoſe that 
are ina ſuperior Claſs of * 


8 Cenſure then RN not Kill up 

ward, as a Comedian „ for in that Light, be has 
great Merit: Not as a Harlequin, for in a 
pantomime Capacity it were hut common 


Juſtice to ſay he greatly excels,.. But it falls 


155 him, as a Prophaner of that i 


41 


h 9 that profound Awfulncſs he qed 
R ˙¹1 u 2 


Maſter, no Lenity, no Indulg nce, no 8 
but a continual 1 Fun Fans 8 


Wod- 


( 15 
0 jj; 1 


ooh. 


to an Aﬀembly ornamented with the l im- * 


| perial. Arms of Great Bri tain, honoured 
With a royal Guard, and rendered ſacred as 
it were by his Majeſty” 8 Preſence, who is 
always: ſi u ppoſed to be there f in Perſon. This 
ion alone is ſufficient to hold the 
unwolthy the 'Countenance of 


the Public, till be has kneeled down before 


thoſe Arms he has ſo irreverently diſhonour- 


ed, fo dinoyally diſdained: . When he ſhall 


have "made this. Conceflic jon, he ought 1 
think to be fully reſtored i into the good Opi- 
nion of the Town, and meet with that En- 


its,” 


oh | * ” 
 f e N 
0 = 4 * FAY x” 


. 


oy remember five or fix Winters ago, Quin 


was interru pted upon. the Stage by half Do- 
zen Sailors that were ſomewhat obſtreperous 
in that Part of the Houſe called the Slips. After 


having given them one'of his tern Looks, 


and they ſtill continuing to be noiſy, he or- 


dered the two Centinels then on Guard to 


29 up Stairs,” and turn them out, which was 
| ng done, For _ the defence- 
leſs 


got and Applauſe] he ſo juſtly me- 


. 
N 


# 


ſt; yer when they perceived there was no 

jeſting with Guns and Bayonets fixed,” they 
with heavy Cutſes quitted their Station, This 
was an illegal Action in Nun: For he had 
no Authority to give any ſuch Order, nor 
till the Civil Power had been previouſly cal. 
led in, ought the Military to have offered 
any Violence. But this initmitable Actor, 
this very Roſcius of the Britiſb Stage, fo far 
from being rebuked for his Indiſeretion; had 
the good Fortune to be applauded by the 
whole Houſe. Indeed there was a wide 
Difference between his Caſe and that of 

Moodward. For the former made a random 
Shot at a Number of riotous People that 
were mounted in the Ships, a Place appro- 


priated for the meaner Claſs of Spectators; 


the latter levelled his Malignancy at a ſingle 
Gentleman ſeated in a Box, that is always res 
ſerved for the Reception of the Prince of 

Wales, or in his Abſence for Perſons of the 
firſt Diſtinction in the Kingdom. Thus the 
one in ſome Senie may be called a general, 
the other a particular Affront. I diſapprove 
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; Wy Alben, where the Comedians. ap- 
berred in their folleſt Splendor, where the 
Ornament than a Diſgrace to the Wearer, 
yet even there no Player was ever known to 
have taken the leaſt Freedom with any the 
meaneſt Spettatar. We read indeed of an 


ct, ſo ſympathetically tramiported in the 


Oharacter of a Furioſo, that not ſatisfied with 
gearing off the Cloaths of ane, ſnatching 
away the Flute from another, and knocking 
down a third, but working up his Paſſion 
ſtill higber, runs from off the Stage, flies 
himſelf between two — of conſular 
Dignity. This Extravagance was approved 
by ſome of. the Mob, but the ingenuous 
Part of the Aſſembly bluſhed/at the Inde- 


cancy of the Action. And the Player him 
"my. took the-Outrage he had . 


; 
/ 


ef fo Hk üb Hunt ht fl ined 
Ferdt Mineſs: But upon his Rec 
te fore report. 


Part again, he politely exctifed himfelf, an- 


ſwering that the ſhorteſt Madneſs was the 
beſt, and that Tor His Patt he ſhould content 
Hirmſelf with having been once in his Life» 
time really the Madman, 1 mention this 
Inſtance to ſhew the happy Diſcernmetit 
and judicious Conduct of this Actor after be 
had given an Offence. For the momentary 

Raſhineſs of committing an Error may be 

pardonable, but the deliberate Folly of per- 
ſiſting in an Error has no Colour, no = 
tence for either Pardon or * Excuſe, 


13 ſhort, both at Athens, and in Kone if the 
Comedians were obliged moſt ſtrictly to ob- 
ſerve an obſequious Behaviour with their 
Spectators: And on the contrary, it is well 
known the Spectators always claimed and 
exerted their Right of exploding whatever 
they thought * oe; of =o 
often repeated. 
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„ 
A 3 of very low Stature repreſenting on 


dn Stage the lofty Exploits and great 
5 Atchievements of Hebtor, the People every 


now and then would be baylingout * © When 


E Hector to come, when is Hettor to 


<« come; intimating at the ſame Time, 
that the Perſon before them could certainly 


he no other than the babe Aſtyanax ; but the 
Actor not chooſing perhaps to take the Hint, 
ſeverely experienced the terrible Effects of a 


flighted irritated Audience. If any. one 


chould fay that the Diſpleaſure expreſſed on 
this Occaſion was aimed at the Performer, 


and not the Piece performed, that Objection 


will be obviated, when we come to take a 


View of the Riots that frequently happened 
on the Roman Stage, nor can this Point be 
more clearly elucidated than by the particu- 
lar Diſguſt the Public had taken to the He- 


cyra of Terence, The Repreſentation of 


this Comedy was twice attempted, but the 


refractory People with the loudeſt Clamours 


hiſſed off the Actors, nor would permit 
them to go through with their Parts, though 
there were Magiſtrates appointed, as I have 
already 
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"6 2 Horace has left us an ad eds 
tion of one of theſe theatrical Uproars, + 
3 | 


Garganum mugire puter nemus,” aut mart © 
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Tanto cum flrepitu Ludi Spectantur. 
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People, and it were the greateſt Folly, not 
to give it a haſher Term, in any eden 
whatever to dare oppoſe ſo i W oth ir- 


ee 


When I 8 Woodward 5 bee) 


for his great Excellence in a pantomime Ca- 


pacity, what I ſaid, muſt be underſtood only 


in Reſpect to modern Attempts which have 
been made in that Branch of the Drama. 


For I would neither wrong my own Judg- 
ment ſo much, nor ſo groſsly flatter him, 
as to put him in any Degree of Competition 


with the antient Profeſſors of that Science. 


AScience which tranſported the Philoſopher 


Seneca even to Madneſs,” and which he has 


himſelf called his Infirmity, his Weakneſs, 


| his Diſeaſe. A Science which Sacrates, 


whom the Delphic Oracle had pronounced 
the wiſeſt of Men, not only commended, 


but | endeavoured to learn, and that too 
hen very far advanced in Years, ſo much 
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. Et ut ad morbum te meum vocem, Pylades is Comedis 4 


 Bathyllus in Tragedid multum & ſe aberrant. Senec, in contro» | 


And indeodienioquier the many neceſſi⸗ 5 
ry Qualifications to arrive at any Hopes df 


9 in this Art, we ſhall not be ſo 
much ſurprized at the laviſh Encomiumz it 
has tributarily received Nen the . a 
Pens of eee 191 4; 8594s F.6D! 
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1 ab Paredes as Lucian RE 
* ſhould have a happy Memory, a quick 
Invention, a ready Wit, and a ſound! Judg- 
ment: Qualities almoſt | incompatible, and 
very rarely concentring in one Perſon. Be. 
ſides theſe fortuitous Endowments of the 
Miod, it is requiſite he ſhould have ſeveral 
extraordinary Perfections of the Body. In 
regard to, Stature, he ſhould be neither tao 
tall nor too low: In reſpect to er 
neither too fat nor too lean: With this, he 
muſt have at one and the ſame Tinie the 
Suppleneſs of an Eel, and the Firmnefsof an 
Elephant. As to acquired 'Actompliſh= | 
ments; he muſt in a very comprehenſive. 
Manner underſtand Painting, Poetry, Sculp- 
ture, Muſic, and in ſhort, all the liberal 
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tion, who had" voluntarily baniſhed himſelf 
from the Auſterities of an over rigid Father, J. 
and who by this puetile Delinquency had 
his Fortune to ſeek in the wide World t It 
is no Wonder, I ſay, that a Geniu fo mers 
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curial ſhouid malte his firſt Eſſays in k Pro-—f 
fſeſſon where he had no Competitor, and 
where the greateſt was to be acquir- 
The Anibition'was laudable, but the 
ſo ardudus a Taſk, independant 
Abilities, could not be com-: | 


| n ipſa natura nibil voluit magnum 
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„% 
Gato gui, profuſuitque: pulchorims — 1 
 oferi diffoultatem, 80 that this Ong ee 
alone conſidered, it would have-been:news 
to an Impoſſibility bad the Inſpector ſuc- 
ceded, for lie: attemptefl to fly directly up 
_ towards the San like an Eagle; you would a,; 
before he had onde ttied the Strength of bis 
Wings, But Youth or tather Boyiſm-id no 

a Seaſon when we are tb enpect the ripen'd 
Frultz of Prudence and Reflection. The 
haſty, protipitata Performances of Youth 
remain, but it is unjuſt * ſys the Abbe ad 
Bos, that they ſhould injure the Memory of 

illuſtrious Artiſts. And I think the volu- 

mignous yet- uſeful and ingenious Works: of 

Dr. Hill. at leaſt iptitle him: ta that Appel» 
lation. Beſides Hordwerd' ſhould by n 
Means have reproached: his Inſpectorſhip id. 
not mteting with « ;favoutable Reception 

from the Ton, fince the Doctor quitted that 
Profeſſion, in which I may ſay he bad the; 
Happineſs to fail, and embrated the Study 
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1:Afiother alm Auth add why Wood: 


__ ſhould not have conſtrued a public Diſ- 
encouragement: into a Want of perſonal Me- 


dit, fine it is indiſpotably known that no 


layer in the World ever met with fo uni- 


vetſal a Diſapprobation, ſo general a Con- 
tempt; and ſo rigorous a Diſcipline, as he 
binnelf was expoſed to during the three 
| hs of bis 2 on the _ 

ev 24 13 lin . aw: 

oftiier' this injudicious than; aka 
diſcharging as it were all his harmleſs Ar- 
tillery which only recoils upon himſelf, the 


Letter- writer proceeds to cenſure? the In- 


ſpector for not being pleaſed with a Diſtich 
in one of Martial's Epigrams, which toge- 
ther with ſeveral other of that Author's 
Works, has had the Misfortune to have 
been treated very ſlightingly by almoſt all 
the claſſical Wits of every Age. Naugerius 
im Farticular, a very N Talian Critic 
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„ "oxy" 5 
of the ſixteenth Century, upon a Comperi- 5 


ſon made 


between the Merit of Catul. 


tus and this Epigrammatiſt, was ſo mich 
incenſed, that he annually and with great 


Ceremony committed a Copy of Martial's 
Works to the Flames, in order to appeaſe 


by this whimſical Sacrifice the oY Manes 
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If we put theſe Wordsi into W gramma- 


tical Order as thus: i ungues ſervantur 


magnis cervicibus, ile non paſcitur niſi dels 


ferd, Tam thoroughly perſuaded we ſhall 
not find the digjecti membra poete : Beſides, 


that low Phraſe ille paſcitur delectd ferd, not 
to mention that it is unpoetical to uſe the 


Subſtantive fera in the ſingular Number, 
and that wretched, feeble, relative exple- 
tive Ile, is a ſufficient Foundation for any 


der 


Sie Cenſure. And indeed if we conſi- 
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then expect . in the 


that Lucan flouriſhed. 
ay we not then 
cal Productions of Mart 


bis 


* epigrammat 


of the Auguſtan Age. 


pare Lucan with Virgil, What 
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we 


ge ſhould be called 
ns now only a few Pages of 
ſuking Letter to anſwer, which the 


ſion merely thro' a 
Triumph of an ll-minded, inſufficient, il - 
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miraculous that Morris! ſhould be ſo 


ime 


and the other? Is it not almoſt a 
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the greater Part of that T 
I think it a Cruelty that the Inſpetor's c 
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five Years, yet we may probably con 


that he was ſcarcely known as a Poet du- 


different Language ? And yet it was but in 


Nervs T 


ring 
literate 


che 


Latin Tongue, it will not ſeem any 
Gabe, and though be fag 
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A 
Quill; I own my Courage fails 
for 1 ever had a certain natural Antipa 

nſters, and have always ſhuned them 


the ſame Precaution as I would a begging 
Poet, or a Benefit-Player; nay, if I but ſee 
a Quibbler, and that too at a Diſtance, I 


k. 


feel a ſudden inſtinctive Horror, 
. the Pilot Boileau mentions, 
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— — 2 epouvante Porage, 
es que le bord pant, Jar fenger wt 
| Je me ſauve d la nage, et j aborde ou je 
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